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REPORT 

On the Proceedings 

of the 

VIRGINIA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

for the Year 1920 



Mr. Edward V. Valentine, Acting President of the Society, 
has requested the Corresponding Secretary and Librarian to 
prepare for publication in the Magazine an account of the 
work of the Society for the year 1920. At the annual meet- 
ing to be held early in 1922, the President will submit the 
report for 1921. 

The outstanding event in the history of the Society during 
the late months of 1920 (and the beginning of 1921) was the 
very gratifying increase in our numbers. 

In the latter part of the summer and the early fall of 1920 
it became apparent that, on account of the extravagantly high 
cost of printing combined with increase of all other expenses, 
the Society faced a serious deficit. Our Society has passed 
through many vicissitudes, but it has never been (and it is 
hoped it never will be) a beggar. It was imperative that 
active measures be at once taken to increase our income. Very 
properly the routine work of keeping up the membership (as is 
the case in many other societies) has been left largely to the 
one salaried officer, the Corresponding Secretary. Now, how- 
ever, there was a crisis too great for the efforts of any one 
person. At a meeting of the Executive Committee it was de- 
termined that the officers, committee-members, and the mem- 
bers of the Society in general should be told our need and 
asked to use every effort to increase our membership. 
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This action met with a general response. Many members 
of the Society aided, but the greatest credit for the good work 
is due to three gentlemen, Mr. Fairfax Harrison, of Belvoir, 
Fauquier County; Mr. Lucien Cocke, of Roanoke, and Mr. J. 
Jordan Leake, of Richmond. It is not to much to say that 
the work of these three men alone saved the Society from a 
very serious situation. 

In January 1920, our membership was 702. In January 
1 92 1, after making deductions for deaths, resignations and de- 
linquents dropped for non-payment of dues, it numbered 985 ; 
by far the largest membership in our history. And though it 
is part of the history of the next year, it would be withholding 
too good news not to state that during 1921, 169 more members 
were added — with one of the smallest lists of deaths and resig- 
nations we have had to record. But the details of 1921 are for 
a later report. 

This great increase of membership enables us to carry on all 
our usual activities ; but the abnormally high cost of printing — 
the only industry in which there has been no reduction in 
prices — still renders economy and care necessary in the man- 
agement of our affairs. The Treasurer's annual report, which 
is always submitted as part of the President's report is as 

follows : 

THE TREASURER'S REPORT. 

December 12, 1921. 

The report for the fiscal year ending November 30th, 1920, is here- 
with submitted. That for the succeeding year will be presented at the 
next annual meeting. 

It may be worth noting, for the information of our many new mem- 
bers, that the Treasurer makes monthly reports to the Executive Com- 
mittee, and that the report on the Permanent Endowment Fund is of 
the date of the Treasurer's report. 

Balance in Bank, December 1, 1919 $ 4°9-44 

Receipts. 

Annual Dues $2,936.00 

Life Members 100.00 

Interest 798.25 

Sale of Magazines 394-oo 

Sale of Publications 45-00 

Gifts to Permanent Fund 3,000.00 
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Freight and Express on Statue, refunded by W. D. 

Judkins 224.10 

Advertising 10.00 

From Savings Bank 2,500 . 00 

Gift from Mrs. C. L. Pillsbury 25.00 



10,032.95 



$10,442.39 
Disbursements. 

Salaries $1417.50 

Wages 395-00 

Sundry Bills 352-54 

Postage and Express 113. 57 

Insurance 117.00 

Job Printing 50.00 

To Permanent Fund 5,000.00 

Checks Returned and Discount 21 . 10 

Coal 89.00 

Repairs 164.25 

Express, Freight, &c, on Statue 253 .98 

Magazine 1,624.47 

9,598.41 

Balance in Bank, November 30, 1920 843 .08 



$10,442.39 
Permanent Fund. 

(December 12, 1921) 

34 shares of stock in the Citizens Bank of Norfolk, Va., 12% 

dividends, estimated value $ 7,480.00 

U. S. Liberty Bonds (3^ and 4%%) 1,600.00 

Real estate, 6% mortgages, $1,000, $4,500, $2,000, $2,400 9,900.00 

In Savings Bank 74 -8o 

$19,054.80 

In accordance with an order of the Executive Committee, the Treas- 
urer presents the following tabulated statement showing the sources 
from which the Permanent Fund is derived. What is termed the 
"Society's Fund" comprises the amount the Committee has been able 
to save from year to year out of the ordinary revenues of the Society. 

The Virginia Sturdivant McCabe Fund, given by the Presi- 
dent of the Society in loving memory of his granddaugh- 
ter, Virginia Sturdivant McCabe, born February 1, 1906, 
died August 11, 1919... ....$ 500.00 

The Jane Pleasants Harrison Osborne McCabe Fund, given 
by the President of the Society in loving memory of his 
wife, Jane Pleasants Harrison Osborne McCabe, who died 
November 22, 1912 500.00 

The Edmund Osborne McCabe Fund, established in loving 
memory of Edmund Osborne McCabe (born February 22, 
1868, died June 5, 1919), from a bequest left by his devoted 
mother, Jane Pleasants Osborne McCabe 500.00 
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The President W. Gordon McCabe Fund, a bequest from W. 

Gordon McCabe, President of this Society 1,000.00 

The Mary Custis Lee Fund, a bequest from Miss Mary Cus- 

tis Lee, daughter of General Robert E. Lee 2,000.00 

Gift by a member of the Society 500.00 

Daughters of the American Revolution Fund 100.00 

Byam K. Stevens Fund, a gift of the late Byam K. Stevens 

of New York 750.00 

Edward Wilson James Fund, bequest from Edward Wilson 

James, of Norfolk, Va 5.717-22 

Society's Fund 7,486.82 

$19,054.80 

The increase of the Permanent Fund since the last report is $3,236.82, 
due to bequests of $1,000.00 from our late President, W. Gordon Mc- 
Cabe; $2,000.00 from Miss Mary Custis Lee, the last surviving child 
of General R. E. Lee, and to the increase in value of the bank stock 
held by the Society. 

The receipts from ordinary sources of income were somewhat greater 
than in the preceding year; but the expenses were also greater. The 
cost of the magazine would have been much greater had we been able 
to publish more during the year. 

Respectfully submitted, 

R. A. Lancaster, Jr., Treasurer. 

Additions to the Library. 

The additions to the Library in books and pamphlets in 1920 
numbered 521. The donors, to whom our thanks are due, were 
Dr. T. V. Brooke, G. E. Dwelly, Dr. A. H. Hord, J. G. B. 
Bullock, Judge Daniel Grinnan, W. W. Scott, Miss Evelyn P. 
Meriwether, Armistead C. Gordon, Mrs. W. Gordon McCabe, 
Samuel P. Avery, Dr. Fiske Kimball, Hon. A. J. Montague, 
Dr. J. F. Jameson, Edward M. McClellan, Shelton S. Fife, 
Miss Mildred L. Rutherford, Austin B. Keep, R. L. Preston, 
Hon. R. Walton Moore, Andres F. Ponte, Dr. C. W. Dabney, 
Dr. A. G. Brown, Jr., William H. Cobb, Rev. W. H. T. Squires, 
Edward R. Finch, Capt. A. E. Potts, U. S. A., Miss Jean Gra- 
ham McAllister, Dr. Lyon G. Tyler, Dr. McGuire Newton, 
Transylvania College Library, Library of Congress, Library 
Committee of the Corporation of London, American Hellenic 
Society, University of Virginia, University of California, 
Royal Society of Canada, Illinois Centennial Commssion, 
Onandaga Historical Society, Michigan Historical Commis- 
sion and the Virginia Society of Colonial Dames. 



proceedings of virginia historical society 93 

Gifts. 

1. From Mr. W. D. Judkins, of New York, formerly of 
Virginia, a copy, in reduced size, of Canova's Statue of Wash- 
ington, formerly in the State House at Raleigh, N. C, where 
it was destroyed by fire. This copy, found at Lausanne, is 
given by Mr. Judkins as a memorial of his wife, the late Mrs. 
Kate Lee Holland Judkins, who was long a member of this 
Society. 

In passage from Southampton, England, to Richmond, the 
statuette was, unfortunately badly broken; but has now been 
restored in a very gratifying way. 

2. As a bequest from the late Roberdeau Buchanan (to be 
delivered after his wife's death) an oil portrait of Col. Isaac 
Roberdeau, U. S. Engineers, who ran the boundary line be- 
tween the United States and Canada, and spent his latter days 
in Virginia. 

3. From Dr. J. A. C. Chandler, President of William and 
Mary College, a photagraphic fac-simile of the Journal of the 
first General Assembly of Virginia, 1619. 

4. From Mr. G. C. Callahan, Philadelphia, Pa., a very 
large collection of papers relating to the history and genealogy 
of the Eastern Shore of Virginia. These papers have been 
arranged in fifteen sections and a preliminary list made, but 
they will have to be more fully catalogued and arranged be- 
fore they will be accessible to the public. 

5. From the Hon. R. Walton Moore, Fairfax, Va., photo- 
graphic copy of portrait of George Johnston, who seconded 
Patrick Henry's Resolution of 1765. 

6. From Mr. H. P. Cook, Riichmond, a show-case and a 
number of framed photographs. 

7. By bequest from Capt. Thomas H. Raines, U. S. A., 
formerly of Georgia, a large number of books, scrap-books, 
and manuscripts relating to Virginia families. 

8. From the estate of Mrs. Elizabeth Henry Lyons, 
through Mr. Wm. Wirt Henry, Jr., the desk used by Mr. W. 
W. Henry and a number of pamphlets and manuscripts. 
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9. From Mr. Fairfax Harrison, Bel voir, Va., (a) photo- 
graphic fac-simile of the 1683 printed copy of the grant for 
the Northern Neck, from the original in the Library of Con- 
gress; (b) photographic fac-simile of the 1736 Map of the 
Northern Neck, from the original in the Library of Congress. 

10. From Mr. Henry P. Bck, Richmond, map of "Twenty 
Five Miles Around Richmond", by J. D. Hotchkiss. 

The Magazine. 

The unvoidable delay in the publication of several numbers 
of the Magazine was greatly regretted by the management of 
the Society. This delay was not due to lack of means for 
payment, for the shortage referred to would have come only 
in the beginning of 1921, nor to lack of preparation, for the 
"copy" was always ready on time. The delay was due in 
part to a long printers' strike and in part to the fact that our 
former printers (who were also our very good and helpful 
friends) were so tied up with contracts for railroad printing 
that every thing else had to be put aside. Our present print- 
ers have shown much interest in our work and energy in exe- 
cuting it and we feel sure we will have full advantage of any 
reduction in costs which they may be able to make. 

The volume of the Magazine for 1920 was not completed 
until we issued the October number in April, 1921. All the 
numbers for 192 1 have been issued and that with which this 
report is printed, is issued at the regular time. 

The letters of Col. Wm. Byrd (1st) were completed in 1920. 
The Council and General Court Minutes ran through the year. 
We are glad to announce that it is the intention of the Vir- 
ginia State Library to print the text of hese Minutes in full 
in one volume. 

It has been well known that each year during the Colonial 
period there was sent to England rolls of the quit rents con- 
taining the amount owned by each landholder in Virginia (ex- 
cept in the Northern Neck where the quit rents were paid to 
the proprietors.) It would be supposed that a great number 
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of these rolls would be preserved; but in fact, only one, that 
for 1704, has come to light. We obtained a photostat copy of 
a copy made for the Library of Congress and have com- 
menced publication of these rolls. All will be printed in our 
Magazine. 

It is needless now to recapitulate the documents published 
in 1920. They are familiar to all our readers. Particular at- 
tention, however, should be called to the genealogies con- 
tributed by Dr. J. Hall Pleasants, of Baltimore. The families 
treated of have many descendents in the United States; but 
the chief interest of these contributions is that they are a 
series of detailed studies (marked by a scholarly research which 
often supplements and corrects any published in England) of a 
group of families which were among the founders of modern 
England and America. 

The Corresponding Secretary and Librarian, desires to ac- 
knowledge the very valuable services rendered to the Society 
by our Assistant Secretary, Mrs. J. A. Johnston. 

Necrology. 

Life Members. 

Mrs. Henry W. Hobson, New York, N. Y., (not previously 

reported). 
Col. T. M. R. Talcott, Richmond, Va. 

Annual Members. 

Dr. B. P. Anderson, Colorado Springs, Colo., (died 1919). 
Mrs. George Barnum, (Frances Courtney Baylor), Winches- 
ter, Va. 
George Louis Beer, New York, N. Y. 
Richard N. Brooke, Washington, D. C. 
S. S. Brooke, Roanoke, Va. (not before reported). 
Prof. W. G. Brown, Columbia, Mo. 
Thomas P. Bryan, Richmond, Va. 
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Capt. John A. Coke, Richmond, Va. 

Col. Charles E. Hasbrook, Richmond, Va. 

P. H. Mayo, Richmond, Va. 

Capt. W. Gordon McCabe, Richmond, Va. 

John T. McGraw, Grafton, Va. 

Rev. Randolph H. McKim, Washington, D. C. 

Thomas M. Owen, Montgomery, Ala. 

Mrs. Poitiaux Robinson, Richmond, Va. 

Prof. James Schouler, Intervale, N. H. 

Willis B. Smith, Petersburg, Va. 

William H. White, Richmond, Va. 

Mrs. Agnes D. Wight, Cockeysville, Md. 

The Society has seldom had in one year a heavier loss. The 
list, containing twenty-one names, includes many men and 
women of distinction. Interesting notices could be made of 
each of them, but as this is impossible, only their names are 
given, together with an expression of our high regard for them 
all and our sincere regret for their loss. 

After the death of President McCabe, the Executive Com- 
mittee appointed the Vice-President, Edward V. Valentine, 
Acting President of the Society. A President will be chosen 
at the next annual meeting. 



